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tanical material thus secured to various insti- 
tutions, authentically named with reference to 
modern nomenclature, and at the same time 
correlated, whenever possible, with Eumpf's 
figures and descriptions. It is felt that this 
particular piece of taxonomic research is one 
of the very greatest importance and the ma- 
terial we hope to secure should enable botan- 
ists generally very definitely to interpret and 
delimit many of the now doubtful species that 
have been proposed by citation of Eumpf's 
figures. 

It is hoped that in case we succeed in solv- 
ing some of the taxonomic problems which 
are dependent on a correct interpretation of 
species based on Eumpf's work, that our suc- 
cess may stimulate some other botanist to do 
for Eheede what we hope to do for Eumpf; 
that is, to collect and distribute a set of plants 
from the Malabar coast in India that shall 
represent those species figured by Eheede tot 
Draakenstein in his " Hortus Malabaricus," 
I.-XIL, 1678-1703, a work of as great or 
greater importance than that of Eumpf in 
interpreting various Linnsean and other spe- 
cies. Elmer D. Merrill 

Bureau of Science, 
Manila, P. I. 
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THE MICBOOBGANISM CAUSING EPIDEMIC 
POLIOMYELITIS^ 

From the facts presented it follows that by 
employing a specially devised method there 
has been cultivated from the central nervous 
tissues of human beings and monkeys the sub- 
jects of epidemic poliomyelitis a peculiar mi- 
nute organism that has been caused to repro- 
duce the symptoms and lesions of experi- 
mental poliomyelitis. The microorganism 
consists of globoid bodies measuring from 0.15 
to 0.3 of a micron in diameter, and arranged 
in pairs, chains and masses, according to the 
conditions of growth and multiplication. The 
chain formation takes place in a fluid me- 
dium, the other groupings in both solid and 
fluid media. Within the tissues of infected 
human beings and animals the chains do not 
appear. 

No statement is ventured at present as to 
the place among living things to which the 

i Concluding part of a paper by Dr. Simon 
Flexner and Dr. Hideyo Noguchi published in the 
Journal of Experimental Medicine for October. 



